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EVERY QUILT HAS A `SILVER-THREAD' LINING

In the 1700s, spinning wool and knitting stockings, 
piecing together bed coverings, and sewing pillowcases 
were common occurrences—something women did to 
keep their families clothed and warm. But in the current 
day and age, when all one has to do is head out to the 
mall, Walmart, or Bed & Bath and pick those things 
up, it seems much more special to receive a handmade 
Christmas stocking or a personalized pillowcase. 

The Silver Threads Quilting Guild did just that. They 
made 60 quilts, 94 stockings and 44 pillowcases as well 
as 44 drawstring bags and some baby blankets—all in 
2010. The guild’s efforts went to three different organi-
zations: Children in Crisis Inc.; Opportunity Inc.; 
and the Children’s Home Society of Florida, Western 
Division.

Although members of the decade-old guild originally 
began gathering together simply to stitch, make new 

friends and share the company of others who enjoyed 
the same pastime, the quilters eventually found them-
selves discussing community needs that one member or 
another had heard about through the grapevine. 
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ordinator Nancy Allen, Destin, “that not only do 
quilters like to sew but they also like to give. One 
member would mention a need they had heard about and 
we’d start talking about how we could meet that need.”

Added Deane Inness, 2011 president of the guild and 
Shalimar resident, “Charity doesn’t have to be a part (of 
the guild), but we enjoy doing service projects.”

Other projects the quilters have done include mak-
ing quilts for cancer patients and piecing and stitching 
personalized quilts for the United Service Organization’s 
(USO) Operation Kid Comfort program (providing 
photo-transfer quilts to children of deployed service men 
and women).

Although serving the community with stitching 
projects is a source of enjoyment for guild members, 
the quilters continue attending monthly meetings for 
themselves as well.

“I like quilting,” said Inness, who has been stitching 
and piecing for 15 years. “I’m also a people person, so 
I enjoy the camaraderie of fellow quilters.”

An additional draw for members is the monthly 
opportunity to “share ideas, techniques and ways to 
simplify” the art, said Allen, a Silver Threads member 
since 2000.

“Our meetings have always been hands-on,” said 
Inness. “We often have a program with a guest speaker 
and we have ‘show-and-tell’ nights too—where mem-
bers will bring in something they’re working on at home 
and tell us how they do it.” The guild president addition-
ally mentioned an annual quilt show, which includes 
work from quilters outside the guild.

The Silver Threads Quilting Guild meets the second 
Thursday of every month, 6 p.m., in the fellowship 
hall of First Christian Church, 201 St. Mary Ave., S.W. 
Visitors are welcome to attend a meeting or two before 
making a commitment to the group. 

More information: 
www.silverthreadsquiltguild.org
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Deane Inness shows off some of her quilting.


